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application No. 

yEP2003/000111 



1. Basis of the report 



I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I ] the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 1.11 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-18 



,y 3S originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1-3 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



These elements were available or flmiished to this Authority in the following lan^age which is: 

LJ the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the intonational application (undor Rule 48.3(b)). 

* 553)^* translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliniinaiy examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

pTetS?rcxli1frn"r^^"o^^^^^^^ ^" ^--^o-' aPP^cation. the inte^ational 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written toim. 
fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fi)mi. 

The statement that tiie subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosuits in the 
mtemational application as filed has been fiimished. e / « uw uiM,iosure ra me 

b^ &SS infonnation "corded in computer readable fomi is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 

|4.n 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of; 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ i!l^!!Ph'?J;f,,^"" established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since tiiey have been considered to go 
I the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** n-onwaerea lo go 

* Wr«Srf«'' ^SJ!/^^^^ ''''Z'"^ ""P"""^ »nder Article 14 are referred to 

Zd 70.17) '"^'^""'"y f'l^d and are not amexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rile 70.16 

**A^ replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 


1 . Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 




15 YES 




Claims 


1-14 


, 16-18 NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




YES 




Claims 


1 


-18 NO 


Industrial q)plicability (lA) 


Claims 


1 


-18 y£g 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



1. Reference is made to the following' documents: 

Dl: WO 99 55594 A 
D2: WO 01 00498 A 

D3: JP 11 240553 A (& PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, 
Vol. 1999, No. 14, 22 December 1999 
(1999-12-22) ) 

D4: EP-A-0 602 019 



2. Document Dl discloses (the references in parentheses 

are to figure 3 in Dl) a valve for dispensing drops of 
a fluid (6) held in a container (1), comprising a 
shell (2b) which has an outlet channel (7) for the 
fluid. The shell (2b) is fitted with a single 
elastically deformable membrane (3) which closes and 
seals the outlet channel (7) . 



The valve described in 01 thus incorporates all the 
technical features defined in claim 1. Claim 1 therefore 
lacks novelty. 

Similar valves are also disclosed in documents 02 
(figure 1), 03 (figure 2) and 04 (figure 10). 
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3. 



Dependent claims 2 to 14 and 16 to 18 do not contain 



any features that meet the PCT requirements in respect 
of novelty when combined with the features of any of 
the back-referenced claims. The reasons for this are 
as follows: 

- The combinations of features defined in claims 2, 4 
to 7^ 9, 13 and 16 to 18 are disclosed in Dl. 

- The combinations of features defined in claims 3, 
10 to 12 and 14 are disclosed in D2. 

- The combination of features defined in claim 8 is 
disclosed in D4. 

4. Dependent claim 15 does not contain any features that 
meet the PCT requirements in respect of inventive step 
when combined with the features of any of the back- 
referenced claims. The valve according to claim 15 
differs from the valve according to document D3 in 
that it includes a sterile filter. However^ providing 
a valve of this type with a sterile filter is a 
routine measure for preventing contamination of the 
contents of the container (see document D4) . A person 
skilled in the art would therefore regard the 
incorporation of a sterile filter in the valve 
according to D3 as a routine procedure. 
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